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Canada Day: Resources for learning and engaging with Indigenous 
communities 
 
As National Indigenous History Month comes to an end, and amid ongoing efforts toward 
reconciliation, many people are asking the question: How can I or my organization celebrate 
Canada Day while respecting the communities that have been harmed throughout Canadian 
history? July 1st offers an opportunity to acknowledge, educate, remember, and take action. We 
have compiled a broad range of resources to inspire you to consider your own role in 
reconciliation this Canada Day. If you are interested in learning more, you can review our 
educational guides on Indigenous inclusion (PDF) and Indigenous History Month.  
 

Perspectives to consider 
 
Bilingual 
 

 Indigenous perspectives on Canada Day / Perspectives autochtones sur la fête du Canada, 
Senate of Canada 

 
English only 
 

 As an Indigenous person, Canada Day celebrates the start of the worst days of our 
oppression, Toronto Star 

 Can We Celebrate Canada Day Respectfully? University of Guelph  
 Canada Day: A time for reflection, Native Child and Family Services of Toronto 
 Cancel Canada Day, Idle No More  
 Indigenous leaders call for Canada Day reflection, The Globe and Mail 
 This Canada Day, settler Canadians should think about Indigenous nations and ‘land back’, 

TVO 
 Why you shouldn’t be celebrating Canada Day - and what to do instead, The Indigenous 

Foundation 
 
French only 
 

 « Avoir une célébration, ce n’est pas correct », La Presse 
 Des solutions de rechange à la fête du Canada en solidarité avec les Autochtones, Radio-

Canada 
 Pensionnats autochtones : une fête du Canada boycottée ou huée, l‑express.ca 
 Plusieurs personnes ne célébreront pas la Fête du Canada, par respect pour les 

Autochtones, noovo moi 

https://ccdi.ca/media/3451/educational-resource-indigenous-inclusion-en.pdf
https://ccdi.ca/media/3970/educational-resources-on-national-indigenous-history-month-en.pdf
https://sencanada.ca/en/sencaplus/opinion/indigenous-perspectives-on-canada-day/
https://sencanada.ca/fr/sencaplus/opinion/perspectives-autochtones-sur-la-fete-du-canada/
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/analysis/2021/07/01/as-an-indigenous-person-canada-day-celebrates-the-start-of-the-worst-days-of-our-oppression--.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/analysis/2021/07/01/as-an-indigenous-person-canada-day-celebrates-the-start-of-the-worst-days-of-our-oppression--.html
https://liveworkwell.ca/news/2021/06/land-acknowledgements-part-two-can-we-celebrate-canada-day-respectfully
https://nativechild.org/canada-day-a-time-for-reflection/
https://idlenomore.ca/cancelcanadaday/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-indigenous-leaders-call-for-canada-day-reflection/
https://www.tvo.org/article/this-canada-day-settler-canadians-should-think-about-indigenous-nations-and-land-back
https://www.theindigenousfoundation.org/articles/why-you-shouldnt-be-celebrating-canada-day-and-what-to-do-instead
https://www.lapresse.ca/actualites/national/2021-06-29/fete-du-canada/avoir-une-celebration-ce-n-est-pas-correct.php
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1804761/1er-juillet-solidarite-autochtone-alternative-fete-canada
https://l-express.ca/pensionnats-autochtones-une-fete-du-canada-boycottee-ou-huee/
https://www.noovomoi.ca/style-et-maison/infos-pratiques/pourquoi-annuler-fete-canada.html
https://www.noovomoi.ca/style-et-maison/infos-pratiques/pourquoi-annuler-fete-canada.html
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Things to do 
 

 Donate to Indigenous charities. 
o Support Indigenous Works’ Kocihta Charity (Charity #846394922). 

 Request a KAIROS Blanket Exercise for your organization. 
 Learn the history of the land you live on and the closest residential schools. 
 Support Indigenous arts: 
o Indigenous Art at the National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, ON  
o Indigenous Art Centre, Gatineau, QC 
o Indigenous Arts Collective of Canada 
o McMichael Canadian Art Collection, Kleinburg, ON 
o The Museum of Anthropology, Vancouver, BC 
o WAG-Qaumajuq, Winnipeg, MB 

 

Other resources 
 

 
 
Bilingual 
 

 Indigenous Ally Toolkit / Trousse d’outils pour les alliées aux lutes autochtones, Montreal 
Indigenous Community NETWORK  

 Indigenous history in Canada / Histoire autochtone, Government of Canada 
 Whose Land Is It Anyway? A Manual For Decolonization / Après tout, à qui appartient 

cette terre? Un guide pour la décolonisation, Federation of Post-Secondary Educators of 
BC  

 Residential School History / Histoire des pensionnats autochtones, National Centre for 
Truth and Reconciliation 

 Residential Schools in Canada / Pensionnats indiens au Canada, The Canadian 
Encyclopedia 

 The Road to Reconciliation / La Commission de vérité et reconciliation, Indigenous People’s 
Atlas of Canada, Canadian Geographic 

 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/category/indigenous-peoples/
https://indigenousworks.ca/en/kocihta/donate
https://www.kairosblanketexercise.org/
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/beyond-94-residential-school-map/
https://www.gallery.ca/collection/collecting-areas/indigenous-art
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100012794/1535557712411
https://indigenousartscollective.org/
https://mcmichael.com/
https://moa.ubc.ca/
https://www.wag.ca/
http://reseaumtlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Ally_March.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/86d28ccd43d4be0cfc11c71a1/files/84889180-9bf0-46f2-8de0-dc932e485013/FR_Ally_email.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/culture/history-heritage/indigenous-history.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/services/culture/histoire-patrimoine/histoire-autochtone.html
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/news_files/Decolonization%20Handbook.pdf
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/decolonization-manual-french-francais-complete.pdf
https://fpse.ca/sites/default/files/attachments/decolonization-manual-french-francais-complete.pdf
https://nctr.ca/education/teaching-resources/residential-school-history/
https://nctr.ca/education-fr/ressources-pedagogiques/histoire-des-pensionnats-indiens/?lang=fr
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/fr/article/pensionnats
https://indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca/article/the-road-to-reconciliation/
https://atlasdespeuplesautochtonesducanada.ca/article/la-commission-de-verite-et-reconciliation/
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Bilingual 
 

 #IndigenousReads / #LecturesAutochtones (Government of Canada) 
 77 Fragments of a Familiar Ruin / Fragments d'un monde en ruine (Thomas King) 
 A Short History of Indians in Canada / Une brève histoire des Indiens au Canada (Thomas 

King} 
 First Peoples in Canada / Premiers Peuples au Canada (Alan D. McMillan, Eldon 

Yellowhorn) 
 Five Little Indians / Cinq petits Indiens (Michelle Good) 
 This Wound is a World / Cette blessure est un territoire (Billy-Ray Belcourt) 

 
English only 
 

 21 Things You May Not Know About the Indian Act (Bob Joseph) 
 Blanket Toss Under Midnight Sun (Paul Seesequasis) 
 Indigenous Relations: Insights, Tips & Suggestions to Make Reconciliation a Reality (Bob 

Joseph) 
 Our Story: Aboriginal Voices on Canada's Past (various authors) 
 Peace and Good Order (Harold R. Johnson) 
 Price Paid: The Fight for First Nations Survival (Bev Sellars) 
 Seven Fallen Feathers (Tanya Talaga) 
 The North-West is Our Mother (Jean Teillet) 
 Treaty # (Armand Garnet Ruffo) 
 Written as I Remember it - Teachings (Ɂəms tɑɁɑw) from the Life of a Sliammon Elder 

(Elsie Paul, with Davis McKenzie, Paige Raibmon, Harmony Johnson) 
 
French only 
 

 Linge Brisée (Katherena Vermette)  
 La force de marcher (Wab Kinew) 
 Manikanetish (Naomi Fontaine) 
 5 histories de personnalités autochtones inspirantes (Michel Noël) 
 Nous sommes des histoires (anthologie) 

 

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1472674362414/1557776582786
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/fra/1472674362414/1557776582786
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Bilingual 
 

 Indigenous Made Film Catalogue / Films de production autochtone (Reel Canada) 
 Angry Inuk / Inuk en colère (National Film Board of Canada) 
 Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner / Atanarjuat : La légende de l'homme rapide (Netflix)  
 Before Tomorrow / Le Jour avant le lendemain (Netflix, Amazon Prime Video - EN, Amazon 

Prime Video - FR) 
 Blocus 138 — Innu Resistance / Blocus 138 - La Résistance innue (YouTube) 
 Fighter (La Battante) (Vimeo) 
 Indian Horse / Cheval Indien (Netflix, ICI TOU.TV)  
 Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance / Kanehsatake, 270 ans de resistance (National Film 

Board of Canada) 
 Maïna / Maïna (FR) (Available for purchase on DVD)  
 Mohawk Girls / Belles, fières et mohawks (APTN)  
 nîpawistamâsowin: We Will Stand Up / nîpawistamâsowin: Nous nous lèverons (National 

Film Board of Canada) 
 Rhymes for Young Ghouls / Rimes pour revenants (Netflix, Amazon Prime)  
 The Invisible Nation / Le peuple invisible (National Film Board of Canada) 
 The People of the Kattawapiskak River / Le people de la rivière Kattawapiskak (National 

Film Board of Canada)  
 
English only 
 

 RUMBLE: The Indians Who Rocked the World  (Netflix)  
 The Body Remembers When the World Broke Open (Amazon Prime, Crave) 
 The Secret Path (YouTube) 

 
French only 
 

 Innu Nikamu : chanter la résistance (CinÉcole) 
 
 

https://www.reelcanada.ca/indigenous-made-films/
https://www.reelcanada.ca/fr/films-de-production-autochtone/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/angry_inuk/?_gl=1*3eiy05*_ga*MTI3OTE5ODg4OS4xNjQwMjA2NjA0*_ga_EP6WV87GNV*MTY0MDIwNjYwNC4xLjEuMTY0MDIwNjc5OS4w
https://www.onf.ca/film/inuk_en_colere/?_gl=1*9o9rkj*_ga*MjAxMTg4MDYyNi4xNjUzNjA0OTg0*_ga_EP6WV87GNV*MTY1MzYwNDk4My4xLjAuMTY1MzYwNDk5MS4w
https://www.netflix.com/ca/title/60022984?source=35
https://www.netflix.com/ca-fr/title/60022984?source=35
https://www.netflix.com/ca/title/70113943?source=35
https://www.netflix.com/ca-fr/title/70113943?source=35
https://www.primevideo.com/dp/amzn1.dv.gti.22b528b4-9230-0606-b2a6-534cf66c3568?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://www.primevideo.com/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.22b528b4-9230-0606-b2a6-534cf66c3568/ref=atv_nb_lcl_fr_FR?ie=UTF8&autoplay=0
https://www.primevideo.com/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.22b528b4-9230-0606-b2a6-534cf66c3568/ref=atv_nb_lcl_fr_FR?ie=UTF8&autoplay=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSTrfEshn3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6O3ngy_6Ag
https://vimeo.com/125608830
https://www.netflix.com/ca/title/80211455?source=35
https://ici.tou.tv/cheval-indien
https://www.nfb.ca/film/kanehsatake_270_years_of_resistance/?_gl=1*4p4he9*_ga*MTM4NjY1NzYzMS4xNjgxODM1OTM2*_ga_EP6WV87GNV*MTY4MTgzNTkzNi4xLjEuMTY4MTgzNzI1OC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.onf.ca/film/kanehsatake_270_ans_resistance/
https://mainathemovie.com/
http://mainalefilm.com/
https://aptnlumi.ca/#/videoDetails?videoId=OToyOGFiMjZjNzhmNjQ0YzcwOTc3ZTZlN2ZhY2E3MWJiNg%3D%3D&type=video&sThumb=https:%2F%2Fimages.inmobly.com%2Fimages%2Fseries%2Fac7e2ade5fe24599ade13dca46ddcdd7-20191106213621
https://www.aptntv.ca/bellesfieresetmohawks/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-we-will-stand-up/
https://www.onf.ca/film/nipawistamasowin-nous-nous-leverons/?_gl=1*6mvlpt*_ga*MTM4NjY1NzYzMS4xNjgxODM1OTM2*_ga_EP6WV87GNV*MTY4MTgzNTkzNi4xLjEuMTY4MTgzNjM0OC4wLjAuMA..
https://www.netflix.com/ca/title/80014891?source=35
https://www.netflix.com/ca-fr/title/80014891?source=35
https://www.primevideo.com/dp/amzn1.dv.gti.4b272e28-ce35-406f-ac69-0db497457fa0?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://www.nfb.ca/film/invisible_nation/
https://www.onf.ca/film/peuple_invisible/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/people_of_kattawapiskak_river/
https://www.onf.ca/film/peuple_de_la_riviere_kattawapiskak/
https://www.netflix.com/ca/title/80170244?source=35
https://www.primevideo.com/dp/amzn1.dv.gti.310b3e69-4c31-480a-925a-f2a9a0ff3306/ref=atv_nb_lcl_en_US?ie=UTF8&autoplay=0
https://www.crave.ca/en/movies/the-body-remembers-when-the-world-broke-open
https://www.secretpath.ca/
https://mediafilm.ca/fr/cinecole-innu-nikamu-chanter-la-resistance
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TED TALKS 
Please note: French links are for the original Ted Talk with French subtitles 
and/or French transcript. 

 
 
English only 
 

 Breaking the Silence surrounding Canada’s Indigenous Crisis (Qajaq Robinson)  
 Canada’s State of Emergency (Pamela Palmater) 
 Forgotten Narrative: the First Nations Reality (Diane Hill) 
 It’s Time to Re-imagine Canada’s ‘nice’ Identity (Riley Yesno) 
 Truth and Reconciliation (Kevin Lamoureux) 

 

 
 
Bilingual 
 

 Residential Schools Podcast Series / Série de baladodiffusion Pensionnats indiens 
 
English only 

 
 All My Relations  
 APTN Podcasts 
 Canadaland 
 Coffee with My Ma  
 Indigenous Voices  
 MediaINDIGENA 
 Métis in Space  
 Missing & Murdered: Finding Cleo 
 Native Opinion 
 New Fire with Lisa Charleyboy  
 Our Native Land 

 RAVEN (De)Briefs 
 Reclaimed  
 Red Man Laughing 
 Secret Life of Canada  
 Telling Our Twisted Histories 
 The Henceforward  
 The Red Nation 
 This Land  
 Toasted Sister 
 Unreserved 
 Warrior Life 

 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/qajaq_robinson_breaking_the_silence_surrounding_canada_s_indigenous_crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrd4848Q064
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOAYbxJGgDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZih64Z2wxQ
https://www.ted.com/talks/kevin_lamoureux_truth_and_reconciliation
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiE7YBxN9zmLQEyOjTVKFbUHL-w5SljTP
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiE7YBxN9zmKcSUmnEd1Ae0h7lKTBfHmW
https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/
https://www.aptnnews.ca/podcasts/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/community/personal-acts-reconciliation-1.5606051
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/coffee-with-my-ma/id1372866076?mt=2
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/01rV43m86LwjbqfHkN2x3x?si=snheZrdgRQ2OgrLA5d37lg
https://mediaindigena.com/
http://www.metisinspace.com/listen/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/findingcleo/click-here-to-listen-to-missing-murdered-finding-cleo-1.4557887
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/native-opinion-an-american-indian-perspective/id1066441811
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/new-fire/
https://www.podchaser.com/podcasts/our-native-land-1564823
https://raventrust.com/https-raventrust-com-raven-briefings-a-podcast/
https://www.cbc.ca/mediacentre/program/reclaimed
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/red-man-laughing/id581403701
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/secretlifeofcanada
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/cbc-podcasts/906-telling-our-twisted-histories
http://www.thehenceforward.com/episodes/
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-red-nation-podcast/id1482834485
https://crooked.com/podcast-series/this-land/
https://toastedsisterpodcast.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/current-affairs-information/unreserved/
https://soundcloud.com/pampalmater
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 @_anishinaabekwe  
 @aylelum  
 @gcindigenous  
 @indigenous_baddie 
 @indigenouscanada 
 @indigenouspeoplesmovement  
 @inuktitut_ilinniaqta 
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